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Labor Political League 
Meets in Santa Barbara 
To Outline Procedure 


The first conference of the American Federation 
of Labor Political League of California, which 
was held in Santa Barbara last Sunday, is said by 
those in attendance to have proved one of the 
outstanding and most enthusiastic gatherings in 
the history of the state labor movement. 

The attendance exceeded the anticipations of 
its proponents, there being nearly 450 accredited 
delegates reported upon by the credentials com- 
mittee. With the numerous visitors the capacity 
of the hall was taxed. Strict attention was given 
to the business for which the delegates had gath- 
ered and an orderly procedure, in conformity to 
necessary preliminary work required in this new 
field of endeavor in the ranks of union labor, was 
a feature. 

The conference was called to order shortly 
after 10 a. m. by President Haggerty of the State 
Federation of Labor, who, with Secretary Vande- 
leur of that body, had previously been named as 
temporary officers. 

An early motion prevailed that none other than 
accredited delegates would be heard as speakers, 
and with a few preliminary remarks by the pre- 
siding officer the business of the conference began. 

Committees were appointed as follows: 

Committee on Platform—John F. Dalton, Los 
Angeles; Joseph P. Tuohy, Hollywood; Edward F. 
Remus, Fresno; D. D. Cooper, El Centro; Wil- 
liam H. Urmy, San Francisco; John Lydick, San 
Diego; George Bentson, Long Beach; Mrs. An- 
drea Gomez, San Pedro; Charles W. Real, Oak- 
land. 

Committee on Credentials—J. H. Blackburn, 
Long Beach; Frank Johansen, San Jose; Bee 
Tumber, Santa Barbara; Frank E. Stevens, Sacra- 
mento; Ralph E. Gettys, Fresno; C. S. Dunning, 
Glendale; E. F. Nelson, San Diego; Fred West, 
San Francisco; Ann _ Peterson, Angeles; 
\W. G. Desepte, Oakland. 

Committee on Resolutions—J. W. Buzzell, Los 
Angeles; Jack Arnold, Long Beach; Romeo Vatu- 
noe, San Jose; Robert Ennis, Sacramento; John 
D. Lydick, San Diego; Floyd Billingsley, San 
Francisco; A. M. Gruber, San Pedro; Carl 
Fletcher, Long Beach; J. H. Quinn, Oakland; 
Harry Sherman, Los Angeles; Charles Pettis, 
Pasadena, 

Committee on Rules—W. R. Patterson, San 
Pedro; Henry Clemens, Los Angeles; Walter 
Cowan, San Francisco; C. R. Van Winkle, Los 
Angeles; R, A. Brockman, Santa Barbara. 

Committee on Ways and Means—Edward D. 
Vandeleur, San Francisco; C. J. Haggerty, Los 
Angeles; C. T. McDonough, San Francisco; C. E. 
Dowd, Fresno; George Stokel, Sacramento. 

The credentials committee recommended that 
members of the executive council of the State 
Federation of Labor should be seated as delegates, 
in addition to those elected by the various unions, 
that the council members be given one vote each 
and the accredited unions two votes. This recom- 
mendation was concurred in. 

A resolution by Delegate Buzzell of Los An- 
geles recited that the League had been organized 
to supplement but not in any way to take the 
place of the bona fide trade union movement; that 
there had arisen in the United States certain 
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groups and individuals commonly known as the 
C. I. O., who were apparently guided by the Com- 
munist party and who were attemntirg to disrupt 
the bona fide union movement; that one of its 
mediums was “Labor’s Non-Partisan League.” 
(The resolution then quoted William Green's re- 
ceng statement at the A. F. of L. executive coun- 
cil meeting in Miami concerning Labor’§ Non- 
Partisan League, .and his recommendations with 
reference to that body). Continuing, the confer- 
ence resolution quotes the action of the A. F. of L. 
Denver convention, wherein was declared that 
body’s “renewed determination to support its 
friends and defeat those in public office who 
would oppose its policies,’ the latter including 
those who favor or encourage the C. I. O. It is 
then resolved that the California League will sup- 
port the policy as enunciated by the A. F. of L., 
with especial mention being given to that portion 
referring to the C. I. O. The resolution was con- 
curred in by the conference with only two dis- 
senting votes. 

A resolution, introduced by Delegate Dalton of 


Los Angeles, provided that the temporary officers 2S 


of the conference (who, as elsewhere men“ wo? 
in this article, comprise the preside-_ *O% 
and vice-presidents of the Calii 
eration of Labor) should be the 
cers; and further provided that the ident, sec- 
retary and vice-presidents chosen at the annual 
conventions of the State Federation of Labor 
shall by virtue of such election occupy the relative 
offices in the Political League. This resolution 
was adopted. 
Indorsements Postponed Until July 

Delegate J. J. Christian introduced a resolution 
which stated that at the date of the present con- 
ference it was impossible to determine the per- 
sonnel of candidates who will appear on the ballot 
at the primaries in August, and resolved that the 
conference should now devote itself only to the 
creation of a permanent organization and the 
declaration of principles, policies and platform; 
further resolved that the declarations and plat- 
form should be sent to all A. F. of L. unions in 
the state, to central bodies and departmental 
councils and request them to make a survey of 
lecislative and other candidates in their districts 
and make recommendations for indorsements, and 

"(Continued on Page Two) 


C. E. Dowd Passes 


Clarence E. Dowd. vice-president of the Fresno 
district of the California State Federation of 
Labor, died suddenly last Tuesday. A heart at- 
tack is understood to have been the cause, though 
his general health had not been of the best in re- 
cent months. 

The deceased was a well known figure in the 
labor movement of the state. He was elected to 
the Federation vice-presidency at the San Diego 
convention in 1925 and has served continuously 
since that date. He was a member of the machin- 
ists’ union, was secretary of the Fresno Labor 
Council and also editor of the “Tri-County Labor 
News” in that city. 

Mr. Dowd had attended the labor meetings in 
Santa Barbara over the last week-end and his 
passing came as a distinct shock to his numerous 
friends and acquaintances in San Francisco. 

The funeral will be held in Fresno tomorrow 
(Saturday) and will be attended by Secretary 
Vandeleur of the State Federation. 
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Santa Barbara Meeting 
Of Executive Council 
Of State Federation 


One of the busiest meetings in the history of 
the executive council of the California State Fed- 
eration of Labor was held in Santa Barbara last 
Saturday, according to reports from Secretary 
Vandeleur, who returned to his office last Monday 
morning. 

So great was the volume of business before the 
body that morning, afternoon and evening ses- 
sions were held, and it was not until after mid- 
night that adjournment was finally taken. The 
Council became convinced, through experience at 
this and other immediately preceding quarterly 
meetings, that matters requiring its attention can- 
not be properly considered in the one day here- 
tofore allotted to the session, and voted that it 
will give two days to quarterly meetings in future, 
be~’ ing next June. 
32D Organizers Give Reports 


MEAL tire morning and most of the afternoon 
were occupied in hearing delegations 
presenting various subjects for which the approval 
of the Council was sought, or those appearing on 
matters of vital interest to their organizations. 

An interesting feature of the session is said to 
have been the reports by the Federation’s organ- 
izers of their experiences and obervations in carry- 
ing the banner of the A. F. of L. into new fields 
and guarding it against its enemies. 

Indorsement was given by the executive coun- 
cil to the initiative measure providing for a high- 
way and traffic safety commission, which will ap- 
pear on the ballot at the November election. The 
Federation officials were also directed to give their 
support toward success of the “Ralston Amend- 
ment” on taxation, one of the provisions of which 
is for repeal of the iniquitous sales tax, and a 
made to aid the cam- 
Steam 


financial contribution 
Upon representations made by the 
was given to 


was 
paign. 
Shovel and Dredgemen indorsement 
a resolution ce**ng upon California congressmen 
to support an increase over the amount mentioned 
in the President's budget message for rivers and 
harbors work, . 


Delegations Present Problems 


Among delegations appearing before the council 
were those from Ventura Teamsters, requesting 
a boycott on a concern operating in that territory; 
from the Bill Posters and Billers, protesting the 
issuances of a federal charter deemed as trans- 
gressing upon their jurisdiction; from Santa Bar- 
bara County building laborers, asking for aid in 
securing a higher wage rate from certain contrac- 
tors on highway construction; from Palm Springs 
Central Council, seeking settlement of territorial 
jurisdiction in that area; from cannery unions, in 
regard to negotiations for a new wage agreement; 
from fishermen, on jurisdictional and chartering 
subjects. 


Wide Range of Subjects 

Secretary Vandeleur made an exhaustive finan- 
cial report for the period since the last meeting, 
which showed an increase in assets of the Federa- 
tion. There have been sixty-three new affiliations 
two re-affiliations and two withdrawals since 
September 20. The secretary also made an ex- 
tended review of his individual activities and the 
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work now devolving upon his office which is said 
to have proven highy interesting and informative 
to the members of the council. 

Among the more important subjects announced 
as having been placed before the executive body 
of the Federation were: The question of a pro- 
posed state constabulary; activities and organiza- 
tion work in the dried fruit and nut-packing, can- 
ning, agricultural, fish and wine industries; the 
complaint recently filed before the Labor Board 
against the Processors and Growers, in which the 
Federation is mentioned; the work in various 
central labor bodies throughout the state; juris- 
dictional controversies brought to the attention of 
the Federation; maximum age limits established 
by the state personnel board; workmen’s com- 
pensation laws; and other matters coming under 
the jurisdiction of the State Department of Indus- 
trial Welfare; legal regulation of business hours 
for retail food stores; unemployment reserves act 
and its interpretation; work of the National Hous- 
ing Conference correct method of procedure in 
applications to place firms on the unfair list: or- 
ganization of Orientals; anti-picketing ordinances; 
United States reciprocal trade agreements as af- 
fecting labor; migratory labor problems; the work 
of the National Labor Relations Board and _ its 
general attitude; requests for organization work in 
various areas, Due to lack of time it was decided 
that a number of subjects and details in refer- 
ence thereto shoud be referred to the officials for 
future action, 

Group meetings were held by cannery workers 
and by the fish industry workers, Secretary Van- 
deleur presiding at the latter 
was held in the 


which 
afternoon 


wathering, 


interval between the 


and evening sessions of the executive council. 
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| Unemployment Payments 


Members of the California Unemployment Re- 
serves Commission announced this week that over 
$1,433,000 had been paid in approximatey 134,000 
checks to eligible unemployed workers of Cali- 
fornia, 

The average weekly unemployment compensa- 
tion check, according to Carl L. Hyde, executive 
director of the Department of Employment, totals 
$10.70. 

Hyde said check production had been stepped 
up to approximately 20,000 daily. 

“This sum of nearly $1,433,000 is being used by 
unemployed workers throughout the state for the 
necessities of life,” Hyde said, “and through this 
use is being thrown into the regular channels of 
trade and industry.” 

New applications for benefit claims still continue 
to show over 20 per cent of those being filed are 
not entitled to benefits either because of inadequate 
earnings or not having been empoyed in subject 
employment. 

California has a reserve of over $74,000,000 from 
which source unemployment compensation is being 
paid. It has been estimated that a 10 per cent load 
of unemployment can be sustained by the fund 
without impairing the current reserve. 
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on July 9 or 10, or on both days, for the purpose 
of making final indorsements. On recommenda- 
tion of the committee this resolution was also con- 
curred in. 

Two resolutions were, on recommendation of 
the committee, non-concurred in by the confer- 
ence. The first, by delegates from the Glendale 
Central Labor Council, on instruction from that 
body, favored the calling of a conference “from 
the ranks of all organized labor” to bring about 
support, of mutually-agreed-upon candidates. The 
second, by R. Richardson of the Hollywood Paint- 
ers, provided for consultation by the A. F. of L. 
Political League of California with Labor’s Non- 
Partisan League for the purpose of agreeing upon 
a candidate to be supported for governor. 

A permanent declaration of purposes and prin- 
ciples adopted by the conference states the League 
will not participate in partisan politics, but be- 
lieves that through co-operative effort of the vari- 
ous units of the A. F. of L. organizations great 
good can be accomplished in supporting labor’s 
friends and attempting defeat of its enemies; 
that the primary function of the League is to co- 
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that the conference again meet in Santa Barbara 


ordinate labor’s strength in state elections; that 

the League realizes labor prospers most when 

business, industry and the farmer are prosperous: 

and that the League is the declared instrument 

and machinery of labor to accomplish “honest, 

progressive and modern state government.” 
Platform Recommendation 

The committee on platform recommended, and 
the conference concurred, that the secretary- 
treasurer of the A. F. of L, Political League pre- 
pare suitable legislation covering the vital inter- 
ests of all workers, organized and unorganize(|, 
and that this proposed legislation be submitted +5 
the July meeting of the League for consideratioy), 
The legislation directed to be considered in mak- 
ing the report included: Shorter work-week, co!- 
lective bargaining, anti-injunction, anti-picketine 
proper functioning of the Industrial Accident 
Commission, the workmen’s compensation law, t/ 
unemployment reserves act, old-age pensions, mini- 
mum wage law enforcement, unemployed relie/, 
migratory labor, schools, safety laws, car limit on 
trains the National Labor Relations Board, proper 
of the highway patrol, opposition to an 
proposal for state police, repeal of the criminal 
syndicalism law, the prevailing wage on publi 
works, and making those who pay the salaries of 
special officers responsible for acts of violence or 
damage resulting therefrom. 

Provision for Financing 

A resolution adopted provided that the ways 
and means committee, after due consideration 0} 
the needs of the League and its affiliates, should 
create an adequate financial structure and report 
to the affiliated units at the earliest possible date, 
and that the decision of the committee on levying 
of assessments (which will be voluntary) should 
be considered as authorized by the conference, 

The only question before the con/erence 
which the delegates divided to any appreciable ex- 
tent was that regarding the meeting place of the 
next conference. Delegate Andrew J. Gallagher 
opposed the report of the committee naming 
Santa Barbara. He claimed that as the present 
conference was being held there, as will also be 
the case with the convention of the State Federa- 
tion of Labor in September, a more conveniert 
point for delegates from the northern portion of 
the state should be selected, and suggested Mon- 
terey. Being defeated in his proposal when th: 
committee report was adopted he gave notice of 
reconsideration. At the afternoon session the 
question of reconsideration was before the dele- 
gates, and when a viva voce vote was not deemed 
satisfactory, a standing vote showed 148 in favor 
and 165 against reconsideration. 

One amendment was rejected, by a voice vote, 
which would have changed the proposal for mak- 
ing Federation officials also the officers of th: 
League. 
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San Francisco Representation 

San Francisco Unions represented at the cot 
ference were: Motion Picture Projectionists, Fish 
Cannery Workers No. 21365, Bricklayers No. 7, 
Cleaning and Dye House Workers No. 7, Elec- 
trical Workers No. 6, Furniture Handlers, Marine 
Diese! Engineers, Alaska Fish Cannery Workers 
No. 21161, Auto Mechanics, Building Trades 
Council, Cal-Bear Cannery Workers, Cemetery 
Employees, Film and Poster Exchange B-17, Gen- 
eral Garment Workers No. 21398, Web Pressmen, 
Municipal Park Employees, Theatrical Employees, 
Painters No. 18, Shoe Salesmen, Plumbers No. 
442, Printing Pressmen (as observers). 

Fifty-eight unions in Los Angeles had repre- 
sentation, eleven in Oakland, five in Sacramento, 
nineteen in Long Beach, eight in Fresno, fourteen 
in San Diego, five in San Jose. Delegates were 
present from thirty-five cities. 

———————————— 

There is always a tie between a father and son, 
says a Rotarian speaker, and if there is you can 
wager the son is wearing it. 
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Andy Furuseth’s Ashes 
Committed to Ocean 


The ashes of Andrew Furuseth, president of the 
International Seamen’s Union of America from 
1908 until his death in Washington, D. C., last 
January 22, after a serious illness extending over 
many months, were delivered to Captain Thomas 
, Webb, master of the South Atlantic Steamship 
Company’s ship Schoharie, at Savannah, March 
12, for sea burial when the vessel reaches a point 
half way between Savannah, Ga., and London. 

The brief but impressive ceremonies aboard ship 
took place on the 84th birthday anniversary of 
Mr. Furuseth. They were attended by prominent 
labor officials and citizens of Savannah. The ship 
sailed at 6 o’clock, March 13, from the Central of 
Georgia terminals. 


Complied With Furuseth’s Request 


The distribution of Mr, Furuseth’s ashes over 
the broad expanse of the Atlantic Ocean will be 
in keeping with his expressed request. 

Paul Scharrenberg, representative of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, a life-long friend and 
co-worker of the late Mr. Furuseth, accompanied 
the ashes to Savannah from Washington and 
turned them over to the master of the steamer. 

The Port of Savannah was selected because it 
was from that port that the first steam-propelled 
vessel sailed to cross the Atlantic Ocean, and be- 
cause of the further fact that the South Atlantic, 
and particularly the Port of Savannah, has always 
been free from communistic and C. I. O. influ- 
ences that represent the very thing which “Andy” 
Furuseth battled so effectively throughout his 
career. 

The Savannah “Evening Press” published the 
following account of the service aboard the Scho- 
harie: 

“The ceremony this morning was held on the 
No. 3 hatch cover amidship. The Rev. C. A. Linn, 
Ph.D, pastor of the Lutheran Church of the As- 
cension, led the prayer service. George L. Googe, 
Southern representative of the A. F. of 1 
sided. 
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Tributes by King and Scharrenberg 

“Googe introduced Philip King, of Washington- 
ton, representing the United States Maritime 
Commission, and Scharrenberg, who paid tribute 
to Mr. Furuseth. 

“King characterized the former international 
president as the ‘greatest character shipping cir- 
cles have produced in our lifetime.’ He told the 
seamen of the Schoharie who attended the exer- 
cises that if ‘you study the teachings and follow 
the instructions of Andrew Tl uruseth we shall 
some day have an American Merchant Marine.’ 

“Though dead, Mr. Furuseth will become 
greater and greater, Scharrenberg declared in his 
last tribute. He called the former president of the 
International Seamen’s Union a man who had 
never wanted anything for himself but devoted his 
life to the men who followed the sea. ‘He single- 
handed began the fight for the seamen’s freedom,’ 
Scharrenberg pointed out, concluding his remarks 
with the statement that labor had conferred more 
honors on Mr. Furuseth than on any other man, 
and that it should be an honor for the crew of the 
Schoharie to carry his ashes on their last voyage. 
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HOURS LAW HELD INVALID 
Pennsylvania’s forty-four hour week law. affect- 
ing nearly 3,000,000 workers, was declared uncon- 
stitutional this week by the Dauphin County Court. 
Judge W. C. Sheely ruled the maximum hours law 
void in a brief decree in order that an appeal 
might be taken by the state to the Supreme Court. 
——@> 


A. F. of L. to Aid Administration 
To Pass Wages and Hours Bill 


The wage-hour bill still remains hidden in a 
dense fog of contradictory rumors and opinions. 
However, it is moving, and may get out of the 
fog zone earlier than was expected, 
I. 1.. N. S. dispatch from Washington. 

President Roosevelt has taken a hand and held 
a conference with Wifliam Green and “John PE; 
Frey of the American [Federation of Labor. 
Green, coming out of the conference, said: 


says an 


“T feel justified in saying we are agreed that 
we shall work together with the President and 
Congress to secure enactment of a wage-hour bill 
at this session.” 

Green said that he would be willing to make 
concessions “if it is necessary to lower the 40- 
cent-floor for wages to get the bill through Con- 
gress.” 

Congressman Ramspeck is fearful that the A. F. 
of L. bill, with a flat scale of wages without a 
fact-finding body to look into the matter, would 
be held unconstitutional by the courts. He is con- 
sidering a graduated scale of wages and hours, to 
be put in full effect over a period of years. He 
has not, however, committed himself on this point. 
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A Lame Explanation 


Senate investigators asked Mayor W. Shields of 
Johnston, Pa., to explain what “windfall” enabled 
him to pay off $23,485 of indebtedness and back 
taxes on his family’s property at about the time of 
last year’s Bethlehem steel strike. 

The mayor, who, other witnesses said, had re- 
ceived more than $30,000 of Bethlehem Steel Com- 
pany money to meet the cost of policing the strike, 
said the debts and back taxes were fiaid off by his 
wife with “money my wife had for years.” 

Perspiring freely and often at a loss for words 
during three hours of questioning before the Sen- 
ate Civil Liberties Committee, Shields said he had 
received the money for police expenses from the 
Johnstown Citizens’ Comittee and did not know 
it came originally from the steel company. 

“All of the money that was turned over to me 
from the Tohnstown Citizens’ Committee and other 
sources was expended on the strike,” the mayor 
declared. 

He denied emphatically testimony by C. R. Elli- 
cott, general manager of the Bethlehem Steel 
plant in Johnstown, that the latter supplied the 
mayor $4372 to pay strike bills. 


Three 


Rail Consolidations 
Studied by Government 


Two things stood clear out of the first railroad 
conference at the White House, says I. L. N. S— 
(1) the government is seriously considering a 
compulsory consolidation and reorganization of 
railroads; (2) President Roosevelt has stated def- 
initely that railroad workers 
plans “must be taken care of.” 


displaced by such 

It is the prime task of the railroad unions to 
see that the “taking care” is conducted on a hu- 
mane scale, not on one fixed by Wall Street finan- 
ciers. Those unions are perfectly aware of this 
fact, and are handling themselves accordingly. The 
Railway Labor Executives’ Association has de- 
clared its unalterable opposition to any wage cuts, 
and said that the unions will resist them to the 
uttermost. 

Labor Deflation Aim Charged 

George M. Harrison, president of the associa- 
tion, who attended the White 
said: 

“The Interstate Commerce Commission granted 
$275,000,000 in freight rate increases to compen- 
sate for the wage increases of $100,000,000—which 
had already been offset by reduction of the operat- 
ing force. The wage reduction proposal is clearly 
a scheme for deflating the workers, as there is no 
intention of passing the savings on to the public.” 


Hlouse conference, 


Harrison also presented, though only in out- 
line, a plan to have the government “put the rail- 
road securities through the wringer,” 
the water, 


squeeze out 
and then take the roads over on a rental 
basis, the government to do the managing. In that 
way, Harrison claimed, they could be modernized 
and provided with 
of laying off 


avoided. 


and the 
entirely 


equipment, 
would be 


proper 
need workers 


Exhibit Surprises President 

One exhibit laid before the conference by Chair- 
man Splawn of the I.C.C. brought expressions of 
frank surprise from the President, The Splawn 
exhibit showed that, on the revenues 
and taxes highway transportation 
makes up 75.5 per cent of our total transportation 
system; railroads, 20 per while pipelines 
form only six-tenths of 1 per cent and airplanes 
only one-fifth of 1 per cent. 
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automobiles. 


includes privately 


> 


“Is she very pretty?” “Pretty? Say, 


when she 


gets on a street car the advertising is a total loss.” 
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What Is a Label to “Reds’’! 


There is a book in circulation in Chicago— 
“Men Who Lead Labor,” by Bruce Minton and 
John Stuart—which purports to have been ‘“com- 
posed and printed in the United States of America 
by union labor,’ but which does not bear the 
union label. It is published by Modern Age 
Books, Inc., New York, says Joseph A. Wise of 
the I. L. N. S. He continues: 

“The authors, who clearly demonstrate their 
communist ‘ideology,’ to use a favorite red term, 
paint unfavorable pictures of a few prominent 
trade union officers in an effort to prove that the 
American labor policy during the last half century 
has been entirely wrong, and that W. Z. Foster’s 
Trade Union Unity League has furnished the only 
bright spot in a drab picture. 

“The ‘Daily Worker,’ the Federated Press and 
other communist sources are liberally quoted from 
in support of theses set up by the authors. 

“Adherents in the United States of the Third 
International and of the Red International of 
Labor Unions seem to find no difficulty in com- 
manding plenty of money to pay for printing de- 
signed to discredit and destroy the American 
labor movement.” ; 


SS 
Efficiency After 40 


The National Committee on Employment of 
Older Workers can find no evidence that workers 
begin to decline in efficiency at 40. “On the con- 
trary,” says the committee in its report to Secre- 
tary of Labor Perkins, “we have found particular 
evidence that in many instances the reverse is 
true. 

“The committee is positive that much of the 
discrimination against older workers is entirely 
without justification.” 

A legislative committee in New York has 
found this discrimination much more widely 
spread than anyone had believed before an investi- 
gation was started; and this committee plainly 
says that it has “only scratched the surface.” 
State Senator Livingston, member of the commit- 
tee, sums the situation up as follows: 

“The practice of consigning active workers over 
40 to a human scrap heap must definitely end.” 

Labor, industry and government were called 
upon by the committee to co-operate in a long- 
term program to protect employment opportu- 
nities of wage earners over 40 years of age. 


o*—__—__ 


The Russian Puzzle 
Russia’s regime of blood continues. Eighteen 
veteran leaders of the Russian revolution are 
executed, after conviction on charges of treason. 
Three things stand forth: If the men were 
guilty, Russian communist leadership is honey- 
combed with treason, dense stupidity and blood- 
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thirstiness. If they were guilty, the Russian revo- 
lution (as often charged by its enemies) has been 
led by degenerate types of men, unworthy of trust 
or respect. If they were innocent, the Stalin dic- 
tatorship has been guilty of as black a crime as 
has ever stained the pages of history. 

If the eighteen executed men and the thou- 
sands who have met similar fates in recent years 
were guilty, Russia is woefully weak and will 
prove a broken reed in the event of war between 
the fascist nations and the democracies. 


————o&__— 


Murphy, Ford and Couzens 

Governor Frank Murphy of Michigan has done 
a dramatic and splendid thing. He has appealed 
to Henry Ford to take the lead in establishing an 
annual minimum wage system, which the gov- 
ernor believes can be spread throughout the 
United States. His plea to Ford is based on the 
fact that Ford set the $5 a day minimum wage in 
his plant, beginning in 1914. 

It is a striking, stirring appeal. It focuses atten- 
tion on the subject, if nothing else. It has a 
chance—not a very good one—of winning Ford’s 
approval; for the great, determining factor present 
in the closing days of 1913 is absent now. 

That factor was the late James Couzens.. He 
was the real originator of the $5 a day wage. He 
not only proposed it, but rushed it through, 
striking while the iron was hot from the current 
oi his own zeal. The story goes that Ford wished 
to let the proposal go over till the next meeting 
of the board of directors; and that Couzens an- 
swered: “The things we put over till the next 
meeting are the things we don’t do.” A meeting 
of three directors—Ford, Couzens and one other 
—was called on the spot; and the proposition was 
adopted and published to the world. 

That is the tale and, except for minor details, 
it is probably quite correct. 

Governor Murphy has earned the thanks, not 
only of labor, but of all the nation—and of busi- 
ness most of all, if business had enough real 
brains to know it. Win or lose at the moment, 
victory at the end is sure. 


Farm Paper Deflates Senator Byrd 

The “Southern Planter,” published in Richmond 
and presumably voicing the sentiments of a large 
number of Virginia farmers, devotes an entire page 
to an editorial expose of Senator Harry F. Byrd, 
the Old Dominion’s extremely reactionary repre- 
sentative in the upper chamber. 

Byrd is constantly posing as the champion of 
governmental “economy” and intimating that Vir- 
ginia, which has been ruled by the Byrd-Glass 
“machine” for many years, furnishes an example 
of how his theories would work. 

Recently, in advocating his scheme for the re- 
organization of the federal government, Byrd sub- 
mitted figures alleging that during the Roosevelt 
administration federal costs (exclusive of relief 
and recovery) went up from $2 700,000,000 to 
$5,400,000,000 between 1934 and 1938. Then he de- 
livered himself of this comment: “Never in any 
state have expenses increased two and a half times 
in such a brief period.” 

The “Planter” challenges that statement, and de- 
clares that the cost of running Virginia in 1934 
was $33 900,000; in 1937, $68,000,000, and estimates 
it will be $78,000,000 for this year. 

These figures prove, the “Planter” points out, 
that costs have increased faster in the state which 
has been “reorganized” according to the Byrd 
formula than under Roosevelt and the “New 
Deal.”—“Labor.” 

———_ gq 
Comment in Congress 

Representative O’Toole of New York said the 
United States should sever diplomatic relations 
with Germany and call a conference of democratic 
nations on restoring Austria’s independence. 
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O’Toole, who said he would address the House on 
this subject, asserted Chancellor Hitler’s sending 
troops into Austria was “a more infamous piece 
of work than his nation’s betrayal and invasion of 
Belgium.” 

Senator Schwellenbach of Washington in a 
broadcast address said the Austrian developments 
demonstrated “the futility of contracts or treaties 
with dictator nations.” “What does all this add up 
to so far as America is concerned?” he asked. 
“Certainly disillusionment as to what can be ac- 
complished by the instrument of war. We tried to 
preserve democracy in Europe once by going to 
war. We know now that that method does not 
work,” 

SS 


Slums and Crime 

Police Judge Edward M. Curran of the District 
of. Columbia courts told a gathering of Massa- 
chusetts men in the capital that slums breed 
crime. 

It is a true word, but not a new one—perhaps 
all the better for not being new. Josiah Flint, one 
of the shrewdest students of criminal affairs of 
the past generation, wrote more than thirty years 
ago that a surprising proportion of criminals were 
bright and energetic boys from the slums. They 
would not stand the living conditions in which 
they found they could see no way out except 
crime. Therefore, crime. 

In Chicago, which for some years had the best 
juvenile judge in the country, that court’s records 
told the same story. It is known to all that except 
for such crimes as homicide, forgery and embez- 
zling, the boy who does not get picked up for of- 
fenses while in—or even before—his teens usually 
stays out the rest of his life. 

Offenses brought to the juvenile court from 
one district on the west side of Chicago dropped 
55 per cent the first year after a boys’ club was 
opened in that neighborhood. 

Just as a bit of national bookkeeping, it would 
be cheaper to build out the slums than to handle 
the crime which they breed. 

SS ge 

Jews are forbidden to vote at the plebiscite to 
be held*April 10 in Austria, Of course. 

eS 

Seventy thousand Italian troops are reported 
massing to attack Madrid. That is the “neutrality” 
that democracies may expect from dictators. 

ee eee 

Tom Kennedy, lieutenant governor of Pennsyl- 
vania and candidate for nomination for governor, 
began at 11 years to pick slate from coal at the 
breakers 10 hours a day at 4 cents an hour. This 
is rugged individualism. 

SS ae 

When Napoleon’s conquering troops marched 
through Berlin in 1806, Prussian junkers mingled 
with the crowds and urged them to “cheer, boys, 
cheer—you don’t know what these fellows may 
do if they get angry!” An incident to keep in mind 
when reading of cheers greeting Hitler at Vienna. 


Chemists tell us that substitutes for coal and oil 
will be made from farm crops before the coal 
measures and oil fields are used up. The chances 
are that if discoveries and inventions now sleeping 
in the Patent Office and the vaults of corporations 
could be dragged to light our coal and oil would 
last a lot longer. 

SS 

A new excise tax inserted in the administra- 
tion’s tax bill by the House of Representatives last 
week imposes 6 cents a pound on imported pork 
and 3 cents on imported pork products. One rep- 
resentative estimated the yield of this tax would 
be $5,000,000. This raises the question as to why 
any pork should be imported into a country which 
a few years ago was killing pigs and brood sows 
to reduce production, and even now is limiting the 
raising of pork. 
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Democracy in Organized Labor Is Issuein A. F. of L.-C.1.0.F ight 


Editor's Note—In its March 9, 1938, issue the 
[Vashington (D. C.) “Daily News” published a state- 
ment by William Green, president of the American 
Federation of Labor, with the heading, “Democracy 
Sole Issue in Feud—Green.” In an explanatory note 
the “News” said: “Recently the ‘News’ and other 
Scripps-Howard newspapers published two series of 
labor articles—Inside the C. I. O.7 by Benjamin 
Stolberg, and ‘Inside the A. F. of L., by Herbert 
Little. At the conclusion of the Stolberg articles 
John L, Lewis was invited to make a statement re- 
arding the C. I. O.’s position. Lewis did not accept 
our invitation, At the conclusion of the Little arti- 
cles William Green was invited to make a statement 
regarding the A. F. of L.’s position. Green accepted. 
[lis statement follows.” By courtesy of the Wash- 
ington “Daily News’ the American Federation of 
Labor Weekly News Service republishes Mr. Green’s 
statement. : 


By WILLIAM GREEN 


President American Federation of Labor 


N the world epidemic of hate and despotism 
[= country today is striving to save peace and 

democracy. We fear that the red and black 
plagues of oppression, which have stricken so 
many other nations, may be transmitted to us. 

A few years ago we were inclined to scoff at 
such fears. We felt “It can’t happen here.” But we 
are beginning to realize that official justice, com- 
munal tolerance, our individual liberty—things we 
took for granted yet based our whole lives upon— 
now may be swept from under us. And we are 
beginning to understand that the first field in 
which the sowers of hate already have begun to 
plant the seeds of class warfare in this country is 
labor. 

The American Federation of Labor is deter- 
mined that it must not happen here. 

In the fight to maintain democracy in American 
labor the American Federation of Labor stands in 
the same position as does the United States in the 
world struggle for the same cause in government. 
The four million members of the A. F. of L— 
hard-working, decent, loyal American citizens— 
stand arrayed together as the shock troops against 
the perverters of labor, the enemies of freedom. 


RECALLS BATTLES 


During the past two years much has been writ- 
ten about labor’s hopes and trials, its past and 
future. Dramatic material was provided in the se- 
cession of the unions now with the C. I. O. Many 
well-meaning liberals and enthusiasts, attracted by 
the sensationalism of C. I. O. tactics, blinded by 
spectacular promises, deluded by empty claims, 
poured into print abuse of the A. F. of L. and 
praise of the C. I. O. Time has rectified and will 
cure most of these false impressions. And we are 
indebted to the Scripps-Howard newspapers, to 
the sense of fairness of their editors, for this op- 
portunity to relate a few facts. 

First, let us emphasize that the sole issue be- 
tween the American Federation of Labor and the 
Committee for Industrial Organization is democ- 
racy. 

Refusal of a minority group in the A. F. of L. 
to abide by the organization’s democratic proc- 
esses and by the will of the majority brought 
about the formation of the C. I. O. and the pres- 
ent division in labor in the first instance. The 
leaders of the C. I. O. have shown since by their 
works what contempt they have for democracy. 


PATTERNED AFTER UNITED STATES 


A word here about the structure of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. It is closely patterned 
after that of the United States government. The 
national and international unions are the states. 
They banded together fifty-seven years ago in a 
federation to which they granted certain powers, 


reserving the rest to themselves. Only in this way 
could central dictatorship be avoided and local 
democratic control over union affairs be preserved. 

The national and international unions elect dele- 
gates to the Federation’s annual conventions, The 
votes of these delegates are based upon the nu- 
merical strength of the unions. The ratio is one 
convention vote for each 100 union members. The 
conventions make all the Federation’s laws and 
elect all its officers by majority vote. At any con- 
vention the Federation’s constitution can be 
changed by a two-thirds vote. 

If this system of government should prove in- 
adequate or ineffective it would be the fault of the 
union members, just as it would be the faylt of the 
citizens of the United States if their government 
broke down. To indict this system would be to 
indict democracy itself. Those who say the gov- 
ernmental structure of the A. F. of L. is out of 
date are saying democracy is out of date. 


HOW C. I. 0. OPERATES 


Now let us see how the C, I. O. is governed. 
There we find a self-appointed, self-constituted, 
self-perpetuating committee ruling the affairs of 
the organization by absolute dictatorship. The 
membership never has been consulted about any 
policy. The union members who contribute part 
of their wages to finance the organization never 
have been given any sort of accounting for the 
expenditure of their funds. 

This committee itself is a fraud. In reality the 
C. I. O. is governed by one man—John L. Lewis. 
He does with the C. I. O. as he alone pleases; he 
spends C. I, O. funds as he alone pleases; he 
decides C. I. O. policies as he alone pleases—all 
without the slightest vestige of responsibility to 
anyone but himself. Even such an outstanding 
C. I. O. leader as David Dubinsky, president of 
the International Ladies’ Garment Workers, has 
protested against such a condition of affairs. 

As a further example of the peculiar form of 
C. I. O. government, let us take the Steel Work- 
ers’ Organizing Committee. It held its first “con- 
vention” in Pittsburgh a few months ago. The 
delegates did not elect officers because under the 
S. W. O. C. agreement with the C. I. O. these 
officers must be appointed by Lewis. Phillip Mur- 
ray, chairman of the S. W. O. C., promised the 
delegates a financial report. They got one. It did 
not state how much money had been received by 
the union, nor how much money had been spent. 
It merely gave percentages of expenditures for 
various purposes. 


Is this democracy? 
FALSE ISSUE PROMULGATED 


But, the C. I. O. sympathizers assert, the basic 
issue between the A. F. of L. and the C. I. O. is 
industrial versus craft unionism. That is a false 
issue, The American Federation of Labor is not 
opposed to industrial unionism. It recognizes and 
has recognized that the industrial form of union- 
ism is best suited for certain mass-production 
industries. It has chartered many _ industrial 
unions. At the same time, the A. F. of L. recog- 
nizes that certain industries are best suited to 
craft unionism. It is simply a question of applying 
the rule of reason. 

Let us explore only briefly the recent history of 
this so-called issue. 

The 1933 convention of the A. F. of L. author- 
ized a committee to draw up a compromise agree- 
ment on a policy satisfactory to both industrial 
and craft unionists. The committee, on which 
Lewis and his group were amply represented, sub- 
mitted a unanimous report to the 1934 convention, 
The report was adopted by that convention. 

The Lewis group urged the 1935 convention to 
adopt a more extreme policy. The suggestion was 
defeated in the 1935 convention by more than a 


two-thirds vote. Instead of accepting this verdict 
and continuing the fight within the Federation in 
the hope of winning over a majority to their side. 
the Lewis group bolted and seceded. 

Was that democracy? 


POINTS TO STRIKE 


Another oft-repeated charge is that the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor failed to organize the 
unorganized. The C. I. O. announced it would 
set out to do so. Conditions for an organizing 
drive were highly favorable. The Supreme Court 
had just upheld the constitutionality of the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Act, freeing the workers 
from the fear of being discharged if they joined a 
union, 

What happened? The C. I. O. did not seek to 
convince the workers of the benefits of joining a 
union, nor did it seek to convince employers of 
the benefits of dealing with organized labor. In- 
stead, the C. I. O. sought to organize by coercion 
and intimidation. It fomented a wave of sit-down 
strikes. It flouted contracts. It harassed industry. 
It antagonized the public. It permitted trouble- 
making communists to gain positions of control 
over some of its unions. 

The Communist party became the champion of 
the C. I, O. In “little steel” the C. I. O. presumed 
to call a strike without first organizing the work- 
ers and without even calling a strike vote. The 
disastrous collapse of that strike has set back the 
prospects of organizing “little steel’ for many 
years and has impoverished the workers in the 
industry, 

The net result is that the C. I. O. made some 
membership gains but could not hold them. When 
the industrial recession set in its new membership 
disintegrated. Its new unions were loosely organ- 
ized and not self-supporting. 


CHARGES RAIDS 

In desperation the C. I. O. started to raid estab- 
lished A. F, of LL. unions to gain membership. 
That’s all the C. I. O. is doing now. And its ac- 
tivities in this respect have become so flagrant 
that certain C. I. O. leaders themselves, including 
David Dubinsky, have pleaded with Lewis to 
cease, lest the possibility of restoring peace in 
labor be irreparably damaged. 

What American Federation of Labor 
doing during this period? It marshaled a large 
force of organizers and went to work in an 
orderly, disciplined way. It gained more than a 
million members and still has them. It did not re- 
sort to sit-down strikes or other illegal methods. 
It respected contracts. It entrenched itself in the 
confidence of the workers, the employers and the 
public. 

The total membership of the A. F. of L. now is 
close to four million. This figure is not an empty 


was the 


claim. It is based on the per capita tax receipts 
from each union of 1 per cent per month for each 
member, which finance the Federation. The Fed- 


eration’s financial made 


nually. 


reports are public an- 


QUESTIONS C. I. 0. CLAIM 
It seems the C. I. O. claims four million mem- 
bers. Some newspaper writers recently have 
scaled that figure down to three million. The C. I, 
O. never has made public any report on its dues- 
paid membership. There is no proof of it in any 
record available to the public. Dubinsky of the 


. C. I. O. estimates its membership at about two 


million. He says its new unions represent only 
about 25 per cent of the C. I. 
bership. 

It must be evident by now to any impartial ob- 
server that the C. I. O.’s vainglorious boasts must 
be largely discounted and that it has practically 
abandoned its efforts to organize the unorganized. 

The pity of it is that had labor’s ranks remained 


O.’s present mem- 
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united the gains of the past two years could have 
been trebled without upsetting industrial recovery. 
We come, finally, to the all-important question 
of labor peace in which the American people have 
so vital a stake. 
LEGITIMATE LABOR WANTS PEACE 


The American Federation of Labor wants peace. 
It did everything possible, short of submitting to 
minority rule, to avert war. When the C. I. O. 
unions seceded the A. F. of L. humbled itself and 
begged them to come back. For two years the 
Federation held out a standing offer to negotiate 
a settlement. 

This offer was spurned by the C. T. O. until 
last October, when the rapid dissolution of their 
membership forced the hand of the C. I. O. lead- 
ers. A peace conference was then arranged. 

After prolonged negotiations the conferees rep- 
resenting both sides reached an agreement. It was 
acceptable to the A, F. of L. representatives and 
to the C. I. O. representatives. A few hours before 
the public announcement of peace was scheduled, 
Lewis, who was not a member of the C, TI. O. 
committee, vetoed the agreement so far as the 
C. I. O. was concerned. 

This statement is not a mere assertion by the 
American Federation of Labor. It has been con- 
firmed by David Dubinsky, a member of the C. I. 
O. peace committee. It has been confirmed by 
Max Zaritsky, president of another C. T. O. union. 


SERIOUS IN EFFORT 


No one who listened to the cheers of the dele- 
gates at the last A. F. of L. convention when it 
was announced that a peace conference was being 
arranged could doubt that the members of the 
American Federation of Labor want peace. The 
members of the C. I. O, have no forum, but their 
equal anxiety for peace is unquestioned. 

Then it is an inescapable conclusion that the 
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united desire for peace in the divided ranks of 
labor is being balked by one man, He is the dic- 
tator of the C. I. O. He is the would-be dictator 
over all of organized labor. His recent political 
activities indicate he ultimately seeks an even 
broader domain. 

This one man flouted the principles of democ- 
racy when he formed the C. I. O., he disdained 
the principles of democracy in running the C. [, O. 
and he threatens the future of democracy by 
maintaining the C. I. O. 

> 
W.P.A.’s NEWSMEN’S PROJECT 

Plans for a W.P.A. project to take care of idle 
newspaper men and women of San Francisco were 
placed before authorities this week by a committee 
from the Northern California Newspaper Guild. 
Outlines for the project specify employment of 


trained newspaper workers and others. 
Se 


Ruling on “Sitdown”’ 


The decision of the National Labor Relations 
Board requiring the Iansteel Metallurgical Cor- 
poration, of North Chicago, Ill, to reinstate 
around ninety members of a C. I. O. union is 
interpreted by observers as giving at least indirect 
support to the illegal sit-down strike, which is 
nothing less than the confiscation and occupation 
of private property in violation of the statutes of 
every state. 

Members of the C. I. O. union, sat down in the 
company’s plant February 1, 1937, following the 
refusal of the company to bargain collectively with 
the union. 

The strikers refused to leave the plant at the 
order of the sheriff, and were finally driven from 
the factory by “knock-out” gas. When the factory 
resumed operations the management refused to 
re-employ a number of the sit-down strikers on 
the ground that they had violated statute law in 
occupying the company’s property against the 
company’s will, 

The Labor Board did not rule directly on the 
legality of the sit-down strike, but in justification 
of its order making it mandatory for the company 
to reinstate the ninety or more sit-down strikers 
the board said the company by refusing to deal 
with the union had violated the Labor Relations 
Act and that this position of the company caused 
the strike. 

The Labor Board’s line of reasoning seemed to 
be that law violation by the Fansteel Metallurgical 
Corporation which deprived their employees of 
their legal rights justified law violation by the 
company’s employees as a method of securing 
those rights. 

Observers point out that if this principle were 
generally applied there would be no such thing as 
order based on law, and that anarchy would ensue. 
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Permits Savings Banks 
To Sell Life Insurance 


The savings bank insurance bill passed the New 
York State Senate by 37 to 12, and the Assembly 
by 106 to 38, after a fight of uncommon bitterness. 
It is a triumph for Governor Lehman, who has 
thrown all his efforts and power back of the 
measure, and it makes New York the first state to 
follow the trail blazed by Massachusetts, under 
the leadership of Louis D. Brandeis, thirty-one 
years ago. 

“As I have previously pointed out,” said Gover- 
nor Lehman when the bill went through, “this 
measure was absolutely non-political and non-par- 
tisan. It should be of great benefit to people of 
small and moderate means. I heartily congratulate 
the Legislature, the leaders of both houses and the 
sponsors of the bill.” 

Labor Backed Bill 

The bill, which was strongly supported by or- 
ganized labor and the American Labor party, aims 
to reduce the cost of industrial life insurance. The 
measure permits, but does not require, savings 
banks to open insurance departments, in which 
policies up to $1000 can be sold to an individual. 
No individual can take out more than $3000 of 
insurance through savings banks. 

State Senator Livingston opened the debate by 
declaring that the people of the state pay $150,- 
000,000 a year for industrial life insurance and 
that 85 per cent of the policies issued are lapsed 
before maturity. 

“The loss is greater than the entire relief ap- 
propriation made by the state,” he said, “and who 
loses it? The people least able to afford the loss— 
those in the lowest wage brackets.” 


Sees Big Public Benefit 

He declared that possibly the insurance inter- 
ests would be hurt by the bill, but it was of great 
benefit to the people at large, and the Legisla- 
ture was legislating for them rather than for any 
small group. 

In addition, he declared, it would not hurt the 
insurance business much, as those limited to $3000 
by the banks would become insurance conscious 
and be excellent prospects for further insurance 
by the regular insurance companies. 

ee ES Seen 
FARM DEBTS REDUCED 

Involving 234,000 acres in four Western states, 
2373 farm debts have been adjusted by the Farm 
Security Administration, bringing a debt reduction 
of $1,240,000 to farmers, the F.S.A. reported this 
week. California’s share of the debt reduction was 
the largest, totaling $736,958. The report did not 
include unofficial adjustments which alone pre- 
vented numerous foreclosures. 


——— 
TONY GIESIN INJURED 


Anthony (“Tony”) Giesin, employed on the 
night shift at the Labor Temple, was rather badly 
shaken up by being struck by an automobile on 
Sixteenth street Friday night last, while on his 
way to work.- He was taken to Franklin Hospi- 
tal, where it was found that his injuries were not 
serious, and later he was taken to his home, where 
he is still confined. 
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News of the Capital 


By GEORGE L. KNAPP (1. L. N.S.) 

The outlook for a federal wage and hour bill is 
distinctly brighter—though no prudent man would 
say that all the clouds had rolled by. But Con- 
eressman John J. O’Connor of New York has is- 
sued a statement saying that a wage and hour Dill 
can be passed at this session, that the workers are 
“concerned with the government assuring some 
minimum wages which will lift them out of starva- 
tion, and some maximum hours that will free them 
from industrial slavery.” 

He also states that “a number” of House mem- 


bers who voted against the bill before have 
changed their minds. 

As chairman of the Rules Committee which 
pigeon-holed the measure as long as_ possible, 


(’Connor certainly ought to know the sentiments 
of Congress. Sam Rayburn of Texas warned the 
opposition members that they would hear from the 
folks back home. He seems to have been a true 
prophet. Lister Hill, running on a straight “new 
deal” platform for the Senate seat left vacant by 
ihe promotion of Hugo L. Black to the Supreme 
Court, swamped his anti-‘‘new deal” opponent by 
more than two to one. Now O’Connor comes into 
line. 

In all the debate that has raged around the tax 
on the undistributed profits of corporations, noth- 
ing has given me quite such a pain in the neck as 
the claim that corporations need and will use their 
vast surpluses to make jobs for workers. 

Half an hour’s research will prove that the 
claim is utterly baseless. Here are some facts 
picked out and verified in just half an hour: 

United States Steel in 1929 had an average of 
224,980 employees, and at the end of the year had 
an unappropriated surplus of $434,711,118. 

United States Steel in 1932 had 158,032 em- 
ployees on its payrolls, of whom only 18,938 were 
full-time workers. Its undistributed surplus at the 
end of 1932 was still $329,100,248. 

Bethlehem Steel in 1929 had an average of 64,- 
316 employees and a surplus of $134,565,632. In 
1932, it had 30,364 employees, mostly on part time, 
and still had a surplus of $89,676,676. The wages 
paid by Bethlehem in 1929 were $124,958,674; in 
1932 these wages had dropped more than two- 
thirds, to $41,183,575. 

A couple of days’ work would fill this column 
with similar instances. 

The chief purpose of keeping huge surpluses in 
corporation treasuries is to give corporation mag- 
nates control of other people’s money. 

George H. Houston, president of the Baldwin 
Locomotive Works and chairman of the industrial 
linancing committee of the National Association of 
Manufacturers, told the Senate Unemployment 
Committee the other day that “government policies 
are paralyzing private enterprise and 
unemployment.” 

If memory serves, this ig the same George who 


causing 
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a little while ago declared that permanent unem- 
ployment is no part of the problem of industry. 
How about it? 

Also, his company was one of those which 
financed that ad in 1928 saying that the election 
of FElerbert Hoover would make prosperity per- 
manent. How about that? 


= ee 
Fontana Food Preducts Signs 
Agreement With Paste Makers’ Union 


With the signing of Fontana Food Products, 
Paste Makers’ Union No. 10567 has reached a 
goal which has long been desired. This remark- 
able agreement was signed by Mario Lanza, 
president, and Frank Pallari, financial secretary 
of Paste Makers’ Union No. 10567. It was through 
the time, energy and brains of Mr. Frank Pallari 
that such a splendid understanding was reached 
by the employers of Fontana Food Products (con- 
sisting of Mr, Mark Fontana and Mr. E. Moun- 
tain) and Paste Makers’ Union No. 10567. 

With the signing of Fontana Food Products, 
Paste Makers’ Union No. 10567 has realized its 
desire of having an agreement with all macaroni 
plants in northern California. 

Paste Makers’ Union No. 10567 wishes to take 
this opportunity to thank all those who assisted 
in the signing of Fontana Food Products—Mr. 
Rowland Watson and Mr. John O’Connell, whom 
we could always bank upon for assistance: Mr. 
Mark Fontana and Mr. E. Mountain of the Fon- 
tana Food Products, who always received us as 
old-time friends and were always willing to give 
us as much of their time as we desired. The sign- 
ing of Fontana Food Products was done in such 
a peaceful manner as will long be remembered in 
our union and in organized labor. 

EDWARD DEL BONTA, 
Recording Secretary. 
& 
SAN FRANCISCO THEATER UNION 

Men who went hungry and cold for a cause that 
put an end to the rule of kings. This is the theme 
upon Maxwell 
“Valley Forge ” 


which Anderson builds his play, 
a story of the American Revolu- 
tion. It is being produced by the San Francisco 
Theater Union at the Green Street Theater on 
week-ends, Fridays and Saturdays. After a suc- 
cessful run the play will close the week-end of 
April 1-2. 
o 
NOT VERY COMFORTABLE 
Mrs, Glanaghan—Was your old man in com- 
fortable circumstances when he died? Mrs. Mac- 
pherson—No; ’e was ’alfway under a train. 
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Seven 


In Democratic America 


The fourth annual convention of the Southern 
Tenant Farmers’ Union closed its sessions in Lit- 
tle Rock, Ark., Sunday, February 27. 


The only incident to mar the proceedings of the 
convention, says a news report, was an eviction 
from the hall that had been rented for the entire 
session weeks in advance. The convention was 
instructed to vacate the premises on the second 
day of the convention. 


The owner of the property, R. W. Manning, who 
stated that he was a former official of the Farm 
Debt Adjustment Administration and the presi- 
dent of the Young Democrats’ Club of Texas, 
claimed that he did not previously know that the 
sharecroppers’ organization was a part of the 
C. I. O., and ordered the convention out of the 
hall. Manning also objected to the fact that 
negroes and whites were seated together as dele- 
gates to the convention, stating that “down in 
Texas where he came from they lynched niggers 
instead of mixing up with them.” 


&— 
Hosiery Workers Plan Drive 
To Halt Migration of Mills 


The American Federation of Hosiery Workers 
is planning a hot campaign to organize the 25,000 
hosiery workers in the South. The union conven- 
tion at Charlotte, N. C., beginning May 2, will be 
used as a “springboard” to launch the drive. 


The primary purpose of the drive is to stabilize 
the industry by raising Southern wages to the 
present levels in the North. Too many mills are 
emigrating to the South as a land of low wages 
to be comfortable. 
union, said: 


Emil Rieve, president of the 


“So far, we have had more collective arguine 
than collective bargaining in the South. We mean 
to dispel the notion that the South is the national 
Our record will 
help us. We have never broken an agreement nor 
violated an obligation.” 


haven for low-wage industries. 
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Eight 


Run o’ the Hook 


Tentative proposals for a new newspaper con- 


‘tract were presented to the members of Typo- 


grapichal Union No. 21 at the regular meeting 
last Sunday. These are to be studied by the 
members this week, and at a special meeting 
called for Sunday, March 27, at 1 p. m,, to be 
devoted exclusively to this matter, a new set of 
proposals will be formulated. President Hollis, 
being confined to his home, was unable to pre- 
side, Vice-President Holderby conducting the 
meeting. Mr. Hollis, under doctor’s orders to 
take a complete rest, is convalescing nicely. 

An initiative sent out by New York Typ- 
graphical Union which would change Section 6, 
Article XI, General Laws, to give back to the 
subordinate unions the power to assess them- 
selves in excess of 3 per cent, received a unani- 
mous indorsement. Five journeymen and two 
apprentices were initiated into the union. 

Louie Reuben returned from the Home a week 
ago and is again on the job at the “Call-Bulletin.” 
It was not necessary for him to tell us he had 
benefited by his stay in Colorado Springs. One 
look was all that was required to convince one 
he is a new man. 

Ross Wilson of the “Call-Bulletin” is reported 
back on the job after being laid up with a broken 
bone in his foot. 

No. 21 Sunday subscribed its quota for par- 
ticipation in the Union Label Exhibit at Civic 
Auditorium May 12, 13, 14 and 15, under the 
auspices of the Union Label Section. 


———_@___—__ 


Comment on World News 


LL.N.S. ie Soh 
The horror of nazism is showing itself to the 


world in the wave of suicides sweeping over Aus- 
tria. Scores of people have killed themselves, 
partly because they did not think life worth living 
under a Hitler regime; more because they ex- 
pected to be killed anyway, after a period of hu- 
miliation and abuse and torture. They had good 
reason for that fear. Concentration camps in Ger- 
many have been torture camps; and, drunk with 
their treaty-breaking triumph, the Nazi experts 
are doubtless prepared to break their own record 
in devilishness, 

No count has been kept, but dispatches indicate 
that tens of thousands of people have fled from 
Vienna to a refuge in Switzerland. Many are Jews, 
but by no means all—the most prominent suicides 
in Vienna were those of known Catholics. Beat- 


THE LIFE OF 
LENTEN MENUS 


COTTAGE 
CHEESE 


and rich Grade A Marin-Dell cream. It is 
evailable either in on individualized bive and 
white carton or In bulk. 


MARIN-DELL 


SOLD ONLY AT INDEPERDERT STORES 


LABOR CLARION 


ings have run riot in Jewish quarters; the Jews 
have been told that they cannot vote—though 
what use a vote is under nazism is something yet 
unexplained. 

It should never be forgotten that the thing 
which touched off the Hitler invasion was the pro- 
posal of Chancellor Schuschnigg to take a vote of 
Austrians on union with Germany. Reports at the 
time were that a free poll would have shown at 
least 70 per cent against such union; and cer- 
tainly Hitler was afraid of such a maneuver. 

a ee: : 

The forward rush of Franco in Spain has been 
checked for a time by munitions and supplies re- 
ceived from “a near-by state’—France, of course. 
Hitler and Mussolini have broken every agree- 
ment they made for non-intervention. Thirty thou- 
sand German crack troops are reported to have 
reinforced Franco since his sharp defeat and 
worse than barren victory at Teruel. The number 
of Italian reinforcements is not even guessed at, 
but so many planes have been sent there that dis- 
patches from Franco’s own quarters say that he 
has 700 fighting planes on the Aragon front. 

And to add insult to injury, many of those 
planes have been flown across France. 

Hitler and Mussolini are not anything that civil- 
ization recognizes as lawful rulers. They are bri- 
gand captains, big shot gangsters, and while they 
hold their power there can be no real peace in the 
world. 

eK 

“Though Ireland starve, great George weighs 
twenty stone,” wrote Byron more than a century 
ago. “Great George” was George IV of England, 
and twenty stone means 280 pounds. Byron was 
calling attention to the fact that while the poor 
starved the highly placed had more than enough 
to eat. 

A glance at the financial pages shows that the 
same holds true today. There is great unemploy- 
ment and desperate poverty in every city. But 

The two biggest steel companies have made 
their greatest profits since 1929. Westinghouse 
netted $20,126,408 last year, 33 per cent gain over 
the profits of the year before. The Philips Pe- 
troleum Company reports net income of $24,113,- 
874 the biggest in its history. 

If Byron were alive now he might say that 


though workers hunger corporations fatten. 
———_—_—_— &________ 
INCREASED UNEMPLOYMENT 
By the first of April the number of persons re- 
fused employment by employers and given jobs on 
W. P. A. projects throughout the nation will total 
2,500,000, an increase of over 1,000,000 since last 
September, according to a report completed by 
Aubrey Williams, acting federal W. P. A. admin- 
istrator for the American Council on Public Af- 
fairs, New York. 
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Older Worker Problem 


; LLN.S. ; 
Denial of employment to older workers is more 


and more in the limelight. Such job discrimination 
comes close home to all wage earners, even the 
younger men and women. For the youngsters in 
their twenties will be in their thirties before they 
know it and facing the danger of an “age dead- 
line.” 

In some industries, it is reported, workers of 35 
are handicapped in getting jobs. For workers o{ 
40 and beyond the situation becomes increasingly 
serious. A New York legislative committee which 
has recently investigated the subject finds discrim- 
ination against the employment of the middle- 
aged “much more widespread than at first be- 
lieved.” What to do? 

The New York legislative committee urges co- 
operation of labor, industry and government for a 
long-term program to combat scrapping of older 
workers. 

“The practice of consigning active workers over 
40 to the scrap heap must definitely end,” says 
State Senator Livingston of the committee. 

Labor will heartily indorse his remark. Labor, 
by strongly organizing, can do much to prevent 
job discrimination for age. It is already prevent- 
ing discrimination in many industries. The 
stronger it is organized the more it can do in this 
direction. 

Workers affected by job discrimination, the 
New York report said, had virtually no control 
over the situation except in highly unionized 
industries. 


Education can be helpful in protecting older 
workers’ jobs. 

Contention that older workers are inefficient can 
be countered by pointing out that the older 
worker’s experience and skill make him safer, 
more efficient and more valuable. 

“There is no evidence that efficiency of workers 
in general begins to decline at 40.” This is the 
report of the National Committee on Employment 
of Older Workers, appointed by Secretary oj 
Labor Perkins. The committee’s findings are 
backed by those of the New York committee. 
These facts need the widest kind of circulation. 

pH ge 
THEATRICAL EMPLOYEES’ UNION 

Gradually taking over all branches of the en- 
tertainment field, Theatrical Employees’ Union, 
Local B-18, International Alliance Theatrical 
Stage Employees, this week reported a successful 
climax, to its negotiations with the San Francisco 
Baseball Club whereby the ushers, ticket-sellers 
and gatemen at Seals’ Stadium were brought into 
the fold of organized labor. A substantial increase 
was received by all members employed at the ball 
park. BILL SUTHERLAND, 

Business Manager, 
Local B-18, I. A. T. S. E. 
oe 


GREEN-EYED MONSTER 
Men are peculiar, just as women have long sus- 
pected. For instance, a fellow who hadn’t kissed 
his wife in five years shot a fellow who did. 
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Mailer Notes 


By LEROY C. SMITH 

The regular monthly meeting of No. 18 was 
held at the Labor Temple Sunday afternoon, 
March 20. 

President Del Carlo, Secretary-treasurer Joseph 
1. Bailey and C. Karby, vice-president (incum- 
hents) were renominated. Other nominations 
Were; 

Executive Committee (two to be elected), C. 
Friberg, Arthur Berliner, James Malloy and Ray 
Gaskill; delegates to Allied Printing Trades Coun- 
cil, H. I. Christie and Joseph P. Bailey; delegates 
t» Labor Council, Joseph Stocker and Ray Gaskill; 
label Section, F. Schroth and B. Chedester; 
(alifornia State Allied Printing Trades Council, 
If. I. Christie; auditing committee, H. Hudelson, 
|. Hoertkorn and B. Chedester; sergeant-at-arms, 
ijhomas Alsop and George Berthold. 

Two members from the local Guild addressed 
ihe meeting. A propostion to reduce local dues 
vas defeated by a narrow margin. The question of 
ending a delegate to the I. T. U. convention was 
defeated by a vote of 30 in favor to 33 against. 
Seeretary-treasurer Joseph P. Bailey, whose quar- 
icrly report of his activities as business representa- 
tive for the union in the commercial field showed 
considerable progress, was continued for another 
three months. 

Ex-President and Secretary George Wyatt is 
onfined at San Francisco Hospital with an at- 
tack of pleurisy. His condition was reported as 
proved. 

Louis ‘Kaplan is laid up with a broken arm. 

In a letter to the writer, I. T. U. Mailer Rep- 
resentative Otto G. Lepp reports having secured 

new wage and contract for Pittsburgh 
Mailers’ Union for $7.50 days, $7.85 nights, 371%4- 
hour week. Increase retroactive to January 7, 
1938. Former scale was $6.80 days and $7.00 nights. 

Boston Mailers’ Union No. 16, I. T. U., has 
issued a circular, as follows: “Do you want the 
pressmen to gain jurisdiction over mailers? Do 
you want a dual organization claiming jurisdic- 
tion over the craft you now have in your organ- 
ization? Read the following and see what is hap- 
pening in San Diego, and vote against releasing 
your claims over mailers, 

“*San Diego, Calif., February 26, 1938.— Mr. 
\Voodruff Randolph, International Allied Printing 
Trades Association—Dear Mr. Randolph: A local 
union of newspaper circulation employees has 
heen organized in San Diego under charter from 
the International Printing Pressmen and Assist- 
ants’ Union and known as Circulation Workers’ 
Union No. 422. At the last meeting of this Coun- 
cil credentials were received and accepted for a 
delegate from this union. The question now arises: 
( 


scale 


‘an we seat this delegate as an active delegate 
or just a fraternal member, same as Newspaper 
Guild? This point was brought out at our meeting: 
Owing to the fact that the Circulation Workers 
ire chartered by the Pressmen’s International they 
-hould have the 


same standing as the Mailers, 
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under charter from the I. T. U. However, we 
would like a ruling on the matter for the satis- 
faction of all concerned. An early reply will be 
greatly appreciated. Fraternally yours, (signed), 
M. J. Schwartz, Secretary.’ 

“Mailers and printers, vote against proposition 
No. 5 in the referendum on April 6 and keep 
mailers in the I. T. U. Submitted in the interest 
of all members of the I. T. U. (Signed), Boston 
Mailers’ Union No. 16, executive committee: Wil- 
liam S. Buckley, president; Joseph G. O’Brien, 
vice-president; William P. Cahalan, secretary; 
Stephen J. Howard, treasurer; William G. Harber.” 

a 
Income Tax Returns Reflect Gain 


Over Similar Period Last Year 

Income tax collections for the first fifteén days 
in March were $615,947,718. This is a gain of 
over $95,000,000, or 18 per cent, over collections 
during the same period last year. 

If this increase is kept up to the end of the 
fiscal year, on June 30, the Treasury will have 
$170,000,000 more income tax than its 
estimates counted on. 

Treasury officials say that this increase comes 
from the vigor of business during the first eight 
months of last year. Few wage earners pay 
income tax, and their troubles are not reflected 
in the returns. 


money 


a 
TO PURCHASE SURPLUS FRUIT 
The Federal Surplus Commodities Corporation 
has announced it will begin immediate purchase of 
grapefruit in Arizona and California to remove 
supplies from market channels. 


os 
Japan’s Co-operative Hospitals 
Reported on by Medical Director 


Starting as a movement to bring medical care 
to impoverished villages in rural Japan, co-opera- 
tive hospitals have now become a major factor in 
medical circles in his country, Dr. Oki Hirose, 
medical director of the Tokyo Co-operative Hos- 
pital, told the first public meeting of the Co-opera- 
tive Health Association of New York, March 11. 

The Tokyo Co-operative Hospital, which now 
has 100 beds, 10,000 family members and seven- 
teen doctors on the staff, carries on an intensive 
educational and preventive medical campaign, 
according to Dr. Hirose. As a result of its child 
welfare clinics the infant mortality rate among 
families is one-half of that for the 
community as a whole. The hospital also main- 
tains maternity and summer school for 
pre-school children and visiting nurse service. 


association 
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Elimination of Slums 


A “properly safeguarded” government housing 
program would have no adverse effect upon pri- 
vate building groups, Stanley M. Isaacs, presi- 
dent of the Borough of Manhattan, New York 
City, told delegates to the annual spring confer- 
ence of the American Bankers’ Association in the 
metropolis. 

Government housing, Isaacs said, should be de- 
signed only for “those who need it, those indi- 
viduals for whom private enterprise makes no pro- 
vision and can make no provision.” 

The Wagner-Steagall housing bill, he said, was 
intended “definitely to limit the housing created 
under it to the lowest income groups possible.” 
Most of the construction, he said, would entail 
the razing of “old and filthy” slums and the conse- 
quent rise in value of nearly all private property 
following the erection of model units. 

“The job is an enormous one,” he concluded. “It 
wil tax the resources of the construction industry 
to the utmost. But much more than a challenge, 
the housing crisis is an opportunity—and oppor- 
tunity at one and the same time to eliminate our 
slums and bring about recovery.” 

—_@— 
TO HEAR UNION APPEAL 

The Supreme Court has agreed to hear argu- 
ment in the appeal of the International ladies’ 
Garment Workers’ Union from an injunction pro- 
hibiting its members from picketing the Kansas 
City plant of the Donnelly Garment Company. 

o— 


Even if Profits Surtax Is Unfair 
Henry Will Adjust Himself to It 


Henry Ford, in an interview at his winter home 
in Ways, Ga., described the proposed federal sur- 
tax of 20 per cent on undistributed profits of 
closely-owned corporations as “an attempt to regi- 
ment all independent companies under financially 
controlled stock companies.” 

“Tt will mean a reduction in competition,” the 
Detroit automobile magnate said. 

“T think everybody should pay taxes, but I am 
sure the American people will never stand for 
unfair taxation. Whatever taxes are imposed, 
however, we'll make the best of it and adjust 
ourselves accordingly.” 
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S. F. Labor Council 


Labor Council meets every Friday at 8 p. m. at 
Labor Temple, Sixteenth and Capp streets. Secre- 
tary’s office and headquarters, Rvom 205, Labor 
Temple. The Executive and Arbitration Committees 
eet every Monday at 7:30 p. m. Label Section 
tieets first and third Wednesdays at 8 p. m. Head- 
quarters phone, MArket 6304 


Synopsis of Minutes of Meeting Held Friday 
Evening, March 18, 1938 

Called to order at 8:15 p. m. by President John 
I’. Shelley. 

Roll Call of Officers—All present excepting 
Vice-President L. Palacios, who was excused. 

Minutes of Previous Meeting—Approved as 
printed in Labor Clarion. 

Credentials—United Garment Cutters No. 45, 
J. lusi vice J. Geddes; Retail Department Store 
Employees No. 1100, George Deck vice Al 
Schmidt. Delegates seated. 

Referred to Organizing Committee—Applica- 
tion for affiliation by California State Utility and 
Laborers’ Union No. 1226, P. Maxwell delegate. 

Communications—Filed: Congressmen Richard 
J. Welch and Franck R. Havenner, acknowledg- 
ing receipt of indorsements of bills and promis- 
ing to support them, namely, H. R. 190 and S. 651, 
of the Letter Carriers, bills for rivers and har- 
bors improvements, and H. R, 9560, by Mr. Wall- 
gren, relief for shipwrecked seamen. From Goy- 
ernor Frank F. Merriam, reciting improvements 
made to facilitate the making of claims for unem- 
ployment benefits, and anticipating that the com- 
mission will soon catch up with its work. Walter 
N. Brunt Press, showing eighty-two members em- 
ployed—members of Sheet Metal Workers No. 
104, Corrugated Fiber Workers No. 362, Typo- 
graphical No. 21, Printing Pressmen, Bookbind- 
ers and Bindery Women, Office Employees No. 
21320—and that all work in the button department 
is 100 per cent union. Foster & NKleiser Company. 
stating they have donated three bulletin boards to 
the civic beautifying movement, with the slogan, 
“Let Civic Beauty Be a Civic Duty.” Long Beach 
Central Labor Council, announcing the auto 
trades strike was settled March 5, with full recog- 
nition of union, the forty-four-hour working week 
and satisfactory working conditions. [rom Secre- 
tary C. C. Davison of Machinists’ International 
Union, acknowledging receipt of claims of juris- 
diction over welders and dispute regarding same. 
3uilding Service Employees No. 14, thanking 
Council for advice and assistance, and stating they 


WE DON’T PATRONIZE LIST 


The concerns listed below are on the ‘‘We Don’t 
Patronize List’? of the San Francisco Labor 
Council. Members of Labor Unions and sympa- 
thizers are requested to cut this out and post it. 


Austin Studio, 833 Market. 

B & G Sandwich Shops. 

California Packing Corporation. 

Clinton Cafeterias. 

Curtis Publishing Co., publishers of “Saturday 
Evening Post,’ ‘Ladies’ Home Journal,” 
“Country Gentleman.” 

Don's Dollar Sedan Service, 925 Larkin. 

Forderer Cornice Works, 269 Potrero. 

Goldberg, Bowen & Co., grocers, 242 Sutter. 

Goldstone Bros., manufacturers of overalls and 
workingmen’s clothing. 

Gordon's Sea Food Grotto, Ferry Building. 

Howard Automobile Company. 

Kroehler Furniture Manufacturing Company. 

L. C. Smith Typewriter Company, 545 Market. 

O’Keefe-Merritt Stove Co. Products, Los An- 
geles. 

Pacific Label Company, 1150 Folsom. 

Pacific Sheet Metal Company, 1129 Howard. 

Remington-Rand Inc., 509 Market. 

Royal Typewriter Company, 153 Kearny. 

Shell Oil Company. 

Standard Oil Company. 

Underwood Typewriter Company, 531 Market. 

Western Sheet Metal Works, 1911 Mission. 

Woodstock Typewriter Company, 2! Second. 

All Non-Union independent taxicabs. 


Barber shops that do not display the shop card 
of the Journeymen Barbers’ Union are unfair. 
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have settled satisfactorily their controversy with 
Mr. Fathy over several of his houses, the tenants 
of which co-operated in securing the settlement. 
Civil Service Building Maintenance [Employees 
No. 66, thanking Council for assistance at the 
meeting of the Board of Education. Painters, 
Varnish and Lacquer Makers No. 1071, reciting 
terms on which the union will relinquish jurisdic- 
tion over San Mateo County. Scope circulars of 
a number of examinations held last week and to 
be held this week by the Civil Service Commis- 
sion, covering draftsman, pipe caulker, hydraulic 
engineering designer, tabulating punch key oper- 
ator, ambulance driver and chauffeur. 


Referred to Secretary: Request of Hotel and 
Apartment Clerks and Office Employees No. 283 
for addresses of local unions, so as to circularize 
union members to refrain from doing their own 
rooms and thereby throwing maids out of employ- 
ment. 

Referred to Educational Committee: Circular 
letter of the American Federation of Labor, urg- 
ing committee study report to be issued by the 
Federation shortly on educational activities and 
to submit their observations and suggestions to 
the Federation officials. 

Referred to Labor Clarion: Pastemakers’ Union 
No, 10567, announcing they have signed up Fon- 
tana Food Products and have agreement with all 
macaroni plants in northern California, and take 
this opportunity to thank all who assisted in 
securing these great advantages. 

Referred to Officers: Production Machine Oper- 
ators No. 1327, asking assistance in keeping the 
plant of General Controls Company, 1370 Har- 
rison street, in San Francisco. 

Referred to Executive Committee: Agreement 
of Boot and Shoemakers No. 216 with Bucking- 
ham & Hecht Company; Building Service Em- 
ployees No. 14, complaint against Douglas Dorn, 
Jr.; Federation of Building Service Crafts, pro- 
posing that Council enlarge its offices and ap- 
point an assistant negotiator; Window Cleaners 
No. 44, complaint against the Medical-Dental 
building, at 490 Post street; International /*ur 
Workers’ Union of United States and Canada, 
transmitting check for $356.80, contribution to 
Mooney-Billings Fund. 

Request Complied With: American Federation 
of Tabor, asking the Council to co-operate with 
the broadcast feature to be entitled, “The Labor 
Parade,” produced for the A. F. of [.., and which 
will be put on the air here over the Don Lee net- 
work, covering station KIFRC in this city, and 
requesting report on same to the Federation. 

Report of Executive Committee—Meeting held 
March 7, 1938: Application of Hairdressers and 
Cosmetologists to picket 133 Geary street, where 
there are thirty-four non-union shops of their 
trade located, was heard, and in view of no obijec- 
tions by other unions being made though ample 


opportunity to do so has been given, committee 
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recommends that the Council declare its intention 
to place the building at 133 Geary street on the 
“We Don’t Patronize List.” Application of Re- 
tail Furniture and Appliance Salesmen No. 1285 
for strike sanction was heard at length, both em- 
ployers and employees being represented; after 
lengthy negotiations hetween the parties, during 
which twelve or fifteen firms have come prac- 
tically to agreement on all points except the point 
of preferential hiring and seniority rights, the 
parties have ceased negotiations, and the union 
has taken a strike vote; the International Union 
his not yet sanctioned a strike, and after discus- 
sion with all present committee recommends thai 
the matter be referred to the officers in an attempt 
to secure an adjustment. The controversy between 
Apartment House Janitors No. 14 and the apart- 
ments managed by Mr. Fathy was reported set- 
tled satisfactorily, and is now closed. Meeting 
held by Executive Committee on March 14: Com- 
mittee discussed with representatives of Cleanin: 
and Dye House Workers No. 7 and Mr. Dienstag, 
representing the employers, the unsatisfactory 
conditions existing in the cleaning industry by 
reason of the controversy between A. F. of I.. 
and the C. I. O.; the union desires to clean up 
that fight and to induce employers to live up to 
their agreements signed with the union; co-opera- 
tion of the drivers will be required, and to permit 
all parties in interest to come to an understanding 
about their duty of co-operating in the enforce- 
ment of the A. T°. of 1. union shop, it was agreed 
to lay the matter over for one week to secure the 
attendance of all parties in interest. The juris- 
dictional controversy between the Machinists and 
3oilermakers regarding organization of welders 
was discussed at great length, and the committee 
reiterated its inability to make any recommenda- 
tion in the matter, as the matter by previous ac- 
tion of the Council has been submitted to the 
A. F. of L., the Metal Trades Department and the 
International Unions involved. The controversy 
between Fruit and Vegetable Clerks No. 1017 and 
the fruit dealers was discussed at great length, 
and another meeting will be held between the 
parties to adjust some of their grievances; but in 
view of the failure of the International Market 
to be represented or showing any disposition to 
discuss the matters with the union it was recom- 
mended by the committee that the Council declare 
its intention to place the International Market, 
1658 Polk street, on the “\We Don’t Patronize 
List.” After a lengthy hearing on the complaint 
of Machine Operators’ Union No. 1327 against the 
Kurtzman Lamp and Shade Company, 1122 How- 
ard street, on the complaint that the company is 
importing [astern-made lamp shades and prevent- 
ing women earning a living at the fabrication of 
shades, thereby demoralizing the California mar- 
ket, committee recommends that this company be 
placed on the “We Don’t Patronize List”; further 
to assist the union to build up the California mar- 
ket, committee advised the union to issue circulars 
counteracting the endeavors of Eastern manufac- 
turers to destroy this market by cheaper lamp 
shades imported from the East. Report con- 
curred in. 


Report of the Law and Legislative Committee— 
Cominittee’s report bearing date of March 8, laid 
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over from last meeting, consisting of a majority 
report submitted by Delegates Foley, Heidelberg 
and Morrison, and a minority report submitted by 
Delegates Kidwell and King; both reports were 
read. Motion made to adopt the majority report; 
amendment, to substitute the minority report for 
that of the majority. After lengthy debate motion 
made that further consideration of the reports be 
postponed for two weeks, and made a special 
order at 9:15 p. m. two weeks hence. Previous 
question called for and carried. Motion to lay over 
was then put and defeated. After further debate 
the motion to substitute the minority report was 
lost and on being put to a vote the report of the 
majority of the committee was carried (see reso- 
lution elsewhere in Labor Clarion). Report of 
same committee bearing date of March 15: Com- 
mittee asked for authority to adopt like the execu- 
tive committee the right to declare the seat of a 
member vacant in the event that such member 
fails without valid excuse to attend three consecu- 
tive meetings of the committee, On motion, con- 
curred in by the Council. Committee reported 
holding a public hearing on the resolution pre- 
sented by the Building and Construction Trades 
Council, urging this Council to indorse the report 
of the Civil Service Commission to the Board of 
Supervisors concerning salary standardization 
schedules to be incorporated in the 1938-1939 city 
budget. The committee recommended indorsement 
of the resolution. Council concurred in the rec- 
ommendation, which action, if adopted by the 
Board of Supervisors, will bring the schedules up 
for detailed consideration before the board. 
Report of Organizing Committee—Meeting held 
March 11: Recommended the affiliation of Florists 
and Floral Designers’ Union No. 21245, with the 
seating of J. J. Saporrita as the union’s represen- 
tative. Report concurred in. Report of meeting 
held March 18: Committee heard the representa- 
tives of unions involved in the application of Ma- 
chinists to secure affiliation for the newly char- 
tered Local No. 1330, denominated Welders, of 
that organization, but committee declined to make 
any recommendation, standing by its previous 
recommendation to refer the matter for decision 
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To Give People Better Life 
Is Still ‘New Deal’ Objective 


After five years the ship of state is holding 
steadily for the same port, President Roosevelt 
told the newspaper men on March 4. The wheel 
has to be shifted from time to time, because the 
winds which batter the ship of state frequently 
change. But the objective remains the same. 


He quoted the following paragraph from one of 
his own messages in 1935 as representing his con- 
stant effort: 


“To try to increase the security and the happi- 
ness of a larger number of people in all occupa- 
tions of life and in all parts of the country; to give 
them more of the good things of life; to give them 
a greater distribution, not only of wealth in the 
narrow terms, but of wealth in the wider terms; to 
give them places to go in the summer time—rec- 
reation; to give them assurance that they are not 
going to starve in their old age; to give honest 
business a chance to go ahead and make a reason- 
able profit, and to give everyone a chance to earn 
a living.” 

He repeated his statement that a wage and hour 
bill is an essential part of the ‘new deal,” and that 
we shall have one, whether at this session or the 
next. 


Eleven 


SUCCESS OF CHILDREN’S PLAY 
School children’s matinees with a special chil- 
dren’s play with adult professional actors every 
Saturday at 2:30, inaugurated by the Federal 
Project at the Alcazar Theater some weeks ago, 
will be continued indefinitely, it is announced. 
Special rates are made to school children through 
school principals who are supplied with grammar 
school tickets. The first play produced was the 
beautiful old Italian fairy tale, ‘Pinocchio.’ It 
met with instant success. 
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A. F. OF L. ORGANIZER IN CHARGE 

Lewis G. Hines, director of organization of the 
American Federation of Labor, has taken over the 
seal, charter and records of the former Pennsyl- 
vania State Federation of Labor, whose charter 
was recently revoked by William Green, president 
of the American Federation of Labor, for refusal 
to expel C. I. O. unions. 


MARKET WAS FLOODED 
A popular society woman announced a “White 
Elephant Party.’ Every guest was to bring some- 
thing that she could not find any use for yet too 
good to throw away. Eleven of the nineteen 
women brought their husbands—and the party 
| broke up. 
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EAST BY BUS 


% Go Santa FE Traitways over historic Santa Fe Trail, by 


the ‘front yards’ of cities with close-ups of scenic spots, in 
by the International Unions involved, the Metal 


Trades Department, and the American Federation 
of Labor. Report concurred in. 

Receipts, $941 80; expenditures, $426.68. 

Council adjourned at 10:40 p. m. 

Fraternally submitted. 

JOHN A. O’CONNELL, Secretary. 
eS 
PROHIBITS HOMEWORK 

Industrial Commissioner Elmer F. Andrews of 
New York has issued homework order No. 3, pro- 
hibiting industrial homework in the artificial 
flower and feather industry on the ground that 
“the wages and other working conditions of some 
five thousand homeworkers employed in the indus- 
try at the peak of the season jeopardize the wages ; 
and other working conditions of the four thousand : 


women in the shops and are injurious to the health * & a ii T Gg F E T R a | L WwW 8 Vv & 


and welfare of the homeworkers themselves.” The 


order, to take effect on May 2, will affect 269 
After April First... | 


shops in the artificial flower and feather indus- 
State of California Income Tax Examiner will be assigned to 


try. Most of the shops are in New York City. 
THE BANK OF CALIFORNIA, N. A. 


e_—___—_ 
BE KIND TO ANIMALS WEEK 
MISSION BRANCH 
SIXTEENTH STREET AND JULIAN AVENUE 


luxurious buses—it’s like a motor tour east and means added 
days to your vacation—yet fast schedules and the direct 
route reach your destination quickly. Big, roomy, lava- 
tory equipped buses; Low fares; Fred Harvey quality-plus- 


economy meals; Coordination with the Santa Fe Railway. 


% THE SCENIC GRAND CANYON ROUTE 


% For full details ask your nearest Santa Fe Trailways 
or Santa Fe Railway Agent x See your local directory. 
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Members of humane societies throughout the 
United States are preparing for the observance of 
“Be Kind to Animals Week,” April 24 to 30, 1938, 
with Humane Sunday on April 24. Committees 
have been named in each city and the campaign is 
well under way to focus public attention upon 
humane work during that time. The movement to 
observe one week each year as “Be Kind to Ani- 
mals Week” is fostered by the American Humane 
Association, the national federation of humane so- 
cieties, at Albany, New York, and the association 
is making unusual efforts to have the celebration 
universal this year. 


to assist Mission residents in filing their 1937 Income Tax Returns. 
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Salary Standardization 


The following resolutions, recently adopted by 
the Building Trades and Construction Council, 
were indorsed by the San Francisco Labor Coun- 
cil last Friday night, upon recommendation o. the 
Law and Legislative Committee: 

“Whereas, On February 16, 1938, the Civil Ser- 
vice Commission, pursuant to the provisions of 
Section 151 of the Charter, transmitted recom- 
mendations concerning salary standardization 
schedules to the honorable Board of Supervisors; 
and 

“Whereas, Many members of unions affiliated 
with the Building and Construction Trades Coun- 
cil are employed in the service of the City and 
County of San Francisco at rates of pay lower 
than the rates being paid in private employment 
for similar service; and 

“Whereas, The adoption by the Board of Super- 
visors of the salary standardization schedule pro- 
posed by the Civil Service Commission will cor- 
rect this unfair condition and will assure the same 
compensation to members of organized labor in 
the municipal service as those in private employ- 
ment are receiving; and 

“Whereas, Other crafts and occupational groups 
in the municipal service not affiliated with the 
Building and Construction Trades Council will 
also benefit through the adoption by the Board of 
Supervisors of those proposed salary standardiza- 
tion schedules; now therefore be it 

“Resolved, That the Building and Construction 
Trades Council respectfully request the honorable 
Board of Supervisors to give prompt and favor- 
able consideration to the proposed schedules as 
submitted by the Civil Service Commission so 
that wage adjustments provided therein may be 
made effective in the budget for the year of 1938 
and 1939; and be it further 

“Resolved, That the President of the Building 
and Construction Trades Council be authorized to 
appoint a committee, consisting of one from each 
of the crafts involved, to assist the officers of the 
Council in placing this matter before the Board of 
Supervisors.” 
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Resolutions 


Adopted by S. F. Labor Council March 18, 1938 

Whereas, The charter of the City and County of 
San Irancisco sets forth the principle of public 
ownership of utilities by the City and County of 
San Francisco in the following provision of the 
charter: 
City Charter, Section 119—It is the de- 
clared purpose and intention of the people of 
the City and County, when public interest 
and necessity demand, that public utilities 
shall be gradually acquired and ultimately 
owned by the City and County. 
And 

\Whereas, Acquisition of the privately owned 
street railway by the people of the City and 
County of San Francisco would constitute an im- 
portant step toward the realization of this objec- 
tive; and 

Whereas, The history of street railway trans- 
portation in the City and County of San Fran- 
cisco shows there has been a constant clash of 
interests between the municipally owned and the 
privately owned railways, resulting in cross pur- 
poses rather than in unification and the best in- 
terests of the people of San Francisco; and 

Whereas, The City and County of San Fran- 
cisco has reached a stage where the traffic prob- 
lems created by the rural developments and ex- 
pansion of the city demand an entirely modern- 
ized transportation system, if the City and County 
of San Francisco is to maintain itself as a metro- 
politan population center; and 

Whereas, The mayor of the City and County of 
San Francisco in his annual message to the Board 


of Supervisors recognized this demand and also 
the necessity of unification of all street railway 
lines; and 

Whereas, The privately owned railway com- 
pany, through obtaining a 2-cent transfer on all of 
its lines has also struck a vital blow at the prin- 
ciple of the universal transfer; and 

Whereas, The privately owned company has in- 
stituted the operation of one-man cars, adding 
thereby great inconvenience and delay to passen- 
gers and also reducing the number of men em- 
ployed in the service during these critical years 
of local and national unemployment; and 

Whereas, The franchise of the privately owned 
railway will continue in effect for seventeen more 
years, thus making it impossible for the citizens 
of the City and County of San Francisco to dis- 
pose of this matter and meet the problem of uni- 
fication and modernization unless other positive 
steps are taken; and 


Whereas, In view of the foregoing facts it is 
self-evident that the best interests of the people 
of the City and County of San Francisco will be 
served through acquisition of the properties of 
the privately owned company; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the San Francisco Labor Coun- 
cil go on record as advocating action at this time 
on the part of the City and County of San Fran- 
cisco to acquire the properties of the privately 
owned railway company upon terms advantageous 
to the City and County of San Francisco; and be 
it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be sent 
to His Honor the Mayor of the City and County 
of San Francisco, the members of the Board of 
Supervisors, the Public Utilities Commission, the 
Citizens’ Rapid Transit Committee, the Building 
Trades Council and the press. 


JOHN A. O’CONNELL, Secretary. 
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